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Provision 139 
Every State, whether coastal or not, has the right to sail ships under its flag 
on the high seas. : 
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Provision 140 


1. Each State shall fix the conditions for the grant of its nationality to ships, for 
the registration of ships in its territory, and for the right to Sly its flag. Ships 

have the nationzlity of the State whose flag they are eabiiiee to fly. There maet exist 
a genuine link between the State and the ship. 


2. Each Stat ¢ to ships to which it has granted the right to fly its flag 
jocuncnts %t "ies 


Erovipion ide : 


Le Ships shel) sail wider the flag of one State iets and, save in exceptional 
expressly provided for in eee eR treaties or in these articles, shall be 
to ite exclusive jurisdiction on the high seas. A snip way not change ite pee ae 
a voyage or while-in a port of call, save in the case of a real trensfer of pence e Ov 
change of registry. 


2. A ship which sails under the flags of two or more States, using them according to 
convenience, may not clain eny of the nationalities in question with respect to any 
other State, and may be assimilated to a ship without nationality. 


Lf . 


: Provision 142 
coe en oe atom 


1. Every ‘State shall effectively exercise its jurisdiction and control in 
administrative, technical and social matters over ships flying its flag 


26 In particular every State shall 


epister of shipping containing whe Neanles and particulars of 
ee those which are excluded from generally acceptes 
ee : 
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i (vb) assume jurisdiction under its municipal law over each ship and over the 

‘ master, officers and crew in respect of administrative, technical and social 

j matters concerning the ship. : 

4 P « ; P 

%. Every State shall take such measures for ships under its flag as are necessary 
4 ’ . orang 

4o ensure safety at sea with regard inter alia to: 


(a) the use of signals, the maintenance of communications and the prevention 
of collisions; 


(v) the manning of ships and labour conditions for crews taking into account 
the applicable international labour instruments; 


(c) the construction, equipment and seaworthiness of ships. 
Such measures shall include those necessary to ensure? 


(a) that the master and officers are fully conversant with end required to 
observe the applicable intexnational. regulations concerning the safety of life at 
sea, the prevention and control of marine pollution, the prevention of colligions 
and the maintenance of coumunications by radio; ¢ 


(b) that each such ship is in the charge of a master and officers who possess” 
appropriate qualifications, in particular in seamanship, navigation and marine 
engineering, end that the crew is appropriate in qualification and nunbexs for the 
type, size and equipment of the ship; 
(c) that each such ship, before registration and thereafter at appropriate 
intervals, is surveyed by a qualified surveyor of ships, and has on beard adequate 
- charts, nautical publications and navigational equipment and instruments 
appropriate for the safe navigation of the ship. , 


‘ In taking the measures called for by paragraphs 4 and 4 above each State is 
equired to conform to generally accepted international regulations, procedures and 


apractices end to take any steps which may be necessary to secure their observance. 


“6. A State which has reasonable grounds to suspect that proper jurisdiction and 
joontrol has not been exercised or that the measures called for have not been teken 


tiuay report the facts to the fleg State and request it to investigate the matter further. 
jUpon receiving such a request the flag State shall investigate the matter, take eny 


daction necessary to remedy the situation and notify the requesting State of the action 


Te Each State shall cause an inquiry to be held by or before a suitably qualified person 


jor persons into every marine casualty or incident of naviration en the high scas 
4involving a ship flying its flag and causing loss of liffe or cericus injury to neationele 
dof another Stete or serious danage to shipping or instellations of another State or to 
ithe marine environment. The flag State shell co-operate in the conduct of any inquiry 


theld by that other State into any such marine casualty or incident of navigation. 
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3 Prox vision 143 


The, provision: of the preceding articles do, not prejudice the question of shins 
employed on the official service of an intergovernnent al, organization. flying the flag 
of the organization... °° © . 

Provision 144 


1. Warships on the high sea as complete dmmouns. ty from the jusrestetare of any 
State other baat the uci ta, 


2. ioe thee nimcs ee: of sheds ee the term "warship" means’ a ship belonging to 
the armed forces of a State bearing ee external marks distinguishing such ships of its 
nationality, under the command of an officer duly commissioned by the Government of 

the State and whose name appears in the appropriate Service list on its equivalent, 

and manned by a crew who are under regular armed forces discipline. 


ior tf 
Provision 145 
LON ste 


21 


‘Ships owned or. operated by a State and used only on government non-commercial 
Service shall, on the high seas, have complete imaunity from thé’ jurisdiction of any 
State other than the flag State. 


—_ fot 2 
: Provision 146°/ 
Erovigion 147. 

l. In the event of a collision or any other incident of navigation concerning a ship 
on the high seas, involving the penel or disciplinary responsibility of the master 
any other person in the service of the ship, no penal or Shea cee ne aa ne 
instituted against such persens except before the judicial or administrative autho 
either of the flag State or of the State of vhich such person is a national. 


2,° In dis sciplinary matters, the State which has Lesued a See eaie certificate 

a certificate’ of competence or licence shall alone be competent, after due cet” 
process, to-pronounce the withdrawal of such certificates, even if the holder is not 
8 national of the State which issued them. 


3. No arrest or detention of the shin, even as.a nea sure of investigation, shall be 
omdered by any authorities other than those of the flag State. 


a 
Provision 143 .. feos ’ 

1. Every State shall require the master of a ship sailing under es flag, in so far 
as he can do so without sexious danger to the ship, the crew or the passengers 


(a) to render assistance to any pore 3071 fous at sea in danger of being lost; 


ll pos sible speed to the rescue of persons in it 


1 
need of assistance, in so far as such action may ressomanty 


(b) to proceed with a 
eon informed of their 
be expeoted of hin; 
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(c) after a collision, to. render assistance to tke other ship, her crew and her 
passengers and, Wvere possible, to inform the other ship of the name of his 
own ship, her port of registry and the nearest port at which she will call. 


2. Every coastal State shall promote the establishment 
andi effective séarch and :escue service regarding safety 
where circumstances so require — by way of mutual 

neighbouring States for this purpose 


and maintenance of an adequate 
on and over the sea and ~ 
rogional arrangements co-operate with 


Provision 149 
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ee the marine environment of the hich seas is being dealt with 


poet F 1 
Provision 150// 
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1. AQ] States shall be entitled to lay submarine cables and pipelines on the bed of 
the high seas. 


Qe Subject to its right to take reasonable measures for the exploration of the 
continental shelf and the exploitation of its natural resources 
provisions of this Conventi 
of such cabplés or ‘pipelines. 


in accordance with the 


om ey semmemae 


on, the coastal State may not impede the laying or Maintenance 


ne erecta doce ean Rid 


' 
3. When laying such cables or pipelines the State in question shall pay due regard to 
cables ox pipelines already in position on the sce~bed. In particular, possibilities 
of cepairing existing cables or pipelines shall not be prejudiced, 


ms Provision 16). 


Kvery State shall take the necessary legisletive measures to provide that the 
breaking. or injury by a ship flying its flag or by a person a ect to its jurisdiction 
of a submarine cable beneath the high seas done wilfully or through culpable negligence, 
in such a manner as to be Idable to interrupt or obstruct telegraphic or telephonic 
communications, and similarly the breaking or injury of a submenine pipeline or high 
voltage power cable shall be a punishable offence. This vrovision shall apply also to 
conduc t calculated or likely to result in such breaking or injury. However, it shall 


not apply to any break or injury coused by persons who acted merely with the legitimate 


Perec 


object of saving their lives or their ships, after having taken all necessary precautions 
to avoid such break or injury. 
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Provision 152. 


‘Every State shall take the necessary Legislative measures to provide that, if 
ts iection vho are the owners s a cable ox pipeline bencath 


persons subject to i jurisdsi 
the high seas, in leying or repairing that cable or pinelinc, cause a break in or injury 
40 another cable or pipeline they shall bear the cost of the repairs. 
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Provision 154 


Every Otate shall teke the necessory legislative measures to ensure that the owners 

iof ships who can prove that they have sacrificed an anchor, a net or 
mu, An omer to avoid injuring C 

owner of 2 cable or piueline, provided that the owner of the ship has 
sable pe rnb 
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Provision 165 


Every State shall adopt effective measures to prevent and punish the transport of 
slaves in ships authorized to fly its flag, and to prevent the unlawful. use of its flag 
for that PULPOSEy Any slave taking refuge on board any ship, whatever its flag, shall, 


inso facto, be free. 


a : es  Provi sigh 166 | 2 


AlL States shall co-operate to the fullest possible extent in the repres salon of 
piracy on the high seas or in any other place outside the jurisdiction of any State. 


Provision 1.67. 
Piracy consists of any of the following actst 


1) Any illegal acts of violence Getention or any act of depredation committed 
Oo ¢ 3 
for private erds by the crew or the passengers of a ovate ship or a private eilxvorafrt, 


and directed: 


(a) On the high seas, against another ship or aircraft, or against persons or 
property on board such ship or aircraft; — 


b) Aeainst a ship, aircraft, persons or pro erty in a place outside the 

eye PP; % 2 . 
jucisdiction of any State; 

© Any act of voluntary participation in the operation of a ship or of an’ 

waft with kn owledge of facts meking it a pirate ship or air raft; 

(3) éuy act of inciting or of intentionally facilitating an aot deseribed in 

rograph | or subparagraph ¢ of this articic, 


supa 


st 
Provision 108. e 
The acts of piracy, as defined in article.... (provision 167), committed by a 
} 
the ship or aircraft are assimilated to acts committed by a private ship. 


Pug vision 169 


5 


persons in dominant control to be used for the purpose of committing one of the acts 
meferrod to in, prticle wv coe 167) .The same applies if the ship or almerait 
po go long as it remains under the contrvol of the 


sjorga 


en used to commit em ;, such act, so. 
sexpons guilty of that ook. 
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Provision 270 
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A ship or aircraft may petain its nationality although it has become a pirate ship 
Scare Pee ere 
on aivoraft. The retention or loss of nationality is detemined by the a oe. tine Stete 


from which such autionality wes des rived. 
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warship, Goverumens ae or goverament aircraft whose erew has mutinied and taken control 


A shin or aircraft is considered a pirate ship or aircraft if it is intended by the 
as onl 
uv on 


decide wpon the pmalties to he is pee and may 
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Prowicion 172 

Where the seizure of a ship or aircreft on suspicion of piracy has been effected 
without adcquate grounds, the State making the seizure:shall be liable to the State 
the nationality of which is possessed by. wae aap or aircraft, for any loss or damaze 
caused by the seizure. . 
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: Frovision 1B 2, 

; A selyure on account of piracy may only be carried ont by warships or military 
> aircraft, or other ships or eircreft clearly marked and identifiable as being on 
fect. : 


ee 


government service end authorized to that ef 


Frovi. sion | AS pa. ieee marly v 5 euues 


1. ALL States shall co-operate in the supression of wiauthorized broadcasting fron 
the high seas. 


Ze "Unauthorized broadcasting" consists of the treuerission of sound radio or 
telcvision broadcasts from a ship or installation on the high seas intended for 


elke tar nec rc ae eee ie A aan teh NE ete as oS 


+ reception by the general public contrary to international veguiations, but excluding 
' the tronemission of distress calls. . 

' | . 

ae hoy person engeged im uneet rorige J broadcasting frem tha high seas may he 

i proscsuted before the Court of the flaz State of the vessel, the place of resistry of 
; the installation, ee 146 Of which the person is a netional, any place where the 

, transmissions cen be recolved or any State vhere authorized radio communication is 

} suffering intext ee 


4. On the high sees, a State having jurisdiction in accordance with werieuant i) 
. Ca] ao : i ae 

mey, in conformity vith article ..4 (orovisi on 1748), arrest teny person or ship 

engaged in unauthorized broadcasting and sciee the broadcasting apparatus. 


Frovision LAB (formerly, GA) 
1. xcept where acts of interference derive fran powers conferred by treaty, a 
wership which encounters on the high seas a foreign ship, other than a ship entitled to 
complete immunity in accordance with vrovisions 144 and 145, is not jus stified in 
boarding her un ae there is creasonable fete for suspecting: 


cet eri AW alin RE nt oe wae’ 


(a) That the ship is engaged in Parecys or 


(b) Gnet the chin is engaged in the slave trade; or 


(c) That, subject to ... (provision 174), the ship is engaged in illicit 
traffic in narevotic and psychotropic druge; er 

s\ . nm ae 

(a) That, ee aforeien fleg or x to show ; flag, the ship 

: wipe Le NE 
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U/ Note: Consultations with respect lo this: provision have not been completed. 
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In the cases et aise for in subparagraphs (a), (0), (c) and (d) above, the 

rship may proceed to verify the ship's right to fly ite flag. To this end, it may 
pets n boat under the command of an officer to the suspected ahip. Uf suspicicn remains 
after the doeuments have been ‘checked, it may yucoceed to a further examination on boars 


the ship, which must he carried out with all possible consideration. 


m 4 


%, If the sus spicions prove to be unfounded, and provided that the shi 
not committed eny act ja sbhifying them, 1% shall be compensated for any 
that may have been suste ined. ; 


ip boarded hh 
i 
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4. ‘these provisions shell apply mutatis mutandis to military aircraft. 


or These provisions shall also apply to any other, duly authorized ships or 
airerat t elea arly marked . and jdentifiable as being on povernnent service. 


us! 


Provision 


1. Fac hot pursuit of a foreign ship may be undertaken, vnen the competent 
authorities of the coastal. State Deve good reason to believe that the ship has violeted 
the lews and regulations of that State. Such pursuit must ee commenced when the foreign 
ship or one of its hoats is within the internal waters or the territorial sea or the 
contiguous gone of the pursuing State, and may only be continied outside the territorial 
sea: or the oun eae zone if the pursuit has not been interrupted. It is not 

necessary that, at the time when the foreign ship within the territorial sea or the 


Dowd. gD ie 


contiguous zone receives the order to stop, the ship @1 jving the order should likewis 
be within tne tercitorial sea or the contiguous “ONC. (2? the forcim ship is within 
a contiguoug wore, a5 defined in article ses the pursuit may only be undertaken if 


bey 


there hes peen a vielaticn of the rights for the protection of which the zone was 
established. ; ; 


9, ‘he right of hot pursuit shall apply mutetis mitosis to violations in the econenic 

zone or on the continental ey ae safety zones around continental shelf 

installations, of the laws end reculations of tne coastal State ae in accordence 

with this Convention to the Secnents Zone or the ecntinental shelf, including such 
sofety zones 


Se The vient of hot pursvit ceases as Goon as the ship pursued enters the territoriel 
sea of its ow country or of a third State. 


Ae Hot pursuit is not aecmed to have begun unless the pursuing ship has sa tisfied 


itself by such practica able means as may be available thet the ship pursued or one of 
L 


boem aa using the snip pursued as & nother ship 


ave within the limits of ne territorial see, or as the case may be within whe 
contiguces “onc. Ihe parsuit mev only be co ymenceed after a visual or guditory sienal 
to stop has been given at a . ai stance which cnables it to be seen or heard by the 


foreign ship. 


De The right of hot arsult mai be exel reised only by werships or military airereft, 
or other ene or elrom nef 4 clearly marked end en tie iable as being on governucnt 
service and specially authori ized to that affect. 

1/ Further cons sderation moy be given to the dvaftine of this wrovieion 29 the 


Lieht of decisicns ©! the Conference with negpeet to Ene economic gene, tic 
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6. Where hot pursuit is effected by an aircraft: 


rapis 1 to 4 of this article shell epply mutatis 


(a) ‘The provi sions of pacagr 
FUTONS LS 5 


teres oan 


the order to stop mst itself actively pursue the Rarer 
until.a ship or aircraft of the coastal State, sumnones by the aircraft, arrives to 
take over the pursuit, pnless the aircraft is itselt eble to arrest the ship. tt does 
not suffice te Justify an arrest on the high seas that the ship was merely sighted hy 
the alrerert as an per ancon ov suspected offender, if it was not both ordered to stop 


(ob) The aixoraft giving 


‘and pursued by the airoral’s itself or other aircrert ox ships which continue the 
nd. pu 


pursuit without interruptzon. 


2 . dt ad Care ee se as ot fata, Ie ie ceoay aeeee 
Te She release cf a ship arrested W1~ain the jucisdiction of a State and 


i glease ct Lt 
to a vort of thet Stete for the purposes of an inguiry before the compotent 
mey not be claimed solely on the ground that the ship, in the course ob its V/s WAS 
escorted across a portion of the high seas, if the cireunstances yendered this 


Necessary 


8, Where a ship has been stopped or arrested on the high or the econemic sone, 
in cilreumatances which do not justify the exercise of the wighes of hot pursuit, it 
shéll. be compensated for any loss or,damege that ney have been thoreby sustained. 


Provis 


If Tnis provision is now provision ot? ihe 
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